Recreation Advisory Board
May 18, 2016
Minutes

Members Present:				Members Absent:
Loren Anthony					Bill Young
Russ McCaig					
Miles Harvey
Susie Carson
Brandi Parks Lane
Brett Remsberg
Tony Heilman
Kenny Eaton

Commission Representative:			Youth Commission Representative:
Commissioner Kendra Wilkinson

Staff Present:
Kevin Wishart		Anthony Davis		Tabitha Sharp
Brian Urton		Don Argo

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Chairman, Loren Anthony.

Kevin Wishart introduced Brett Remsberg, new advisory board member.

Tony Heilman moved to approve the April 20th, 2016 Minutes
Miles Harvey seconded the motion.
Motion carried 5 – 0.

Activities Update – Kevin Wishart 
· Heights league has begun and is doing okay with the exception of rain outs. 
· 45 in attendance at the rescheduled Kite Day. 
· Pitch Hit and Run last weekend had approximate 24 participants. Winners will go to Council Grove on Sunday for the sectional competition. 
· Rec practices have begun, Brian and Don are working on the rec schedule working it out with heights schedule. 
· All t-ball games will probably be played at the lake this year due to field availability, not on adult nights. 
· Pools are filled and filtering. Lifeguards are finishing up re-certifications this week, maintenance is underway. New instructor working on costs with the city so that we can pay for training of the life guards. Hopefully the high school teacher will achieve certifications necessary to certify the life guards.
· Spray parks are ready to open Memorial Day weekend, if the weather gets warmer before then, we will open them early. 
2017 Baseball and Softball
· Kevin Wishart stated that the board needed to begin thinking about being all recreation or all heights in 2017. Rec numbers are 409 participants this year, last 517. Heights was 163, this year is 223. Staff have figured out how to get four teams in each group by stretching out the teams. 
· Concerns were raised by the board regarding costs, equality for all kids, the number of teams in the rec league and how many kids each coach could protect. The board would like to see staff time freed up, but would also like to keep the younger age groups in rec ball. 
· Kevin asked the board to consider the issue and call with questions or concerns. He stated that the board could make a decision at the June meeting.

New Business
· McDonald Stadium:
· Loren asked about the runoff problem in the staff report.
· Kevin stated that it should have said the work has started. He stated that there has been some work with sand bags until the larger project can be done with sales tax monies.
· Master Plan and Staffing:
· Brandi asked where we are with getting more staff to help with the parks and recreation master plan. 
· Kevin stated that he has requested a full time rec maintenance person for recreational facilities in the 2017 budget. He stated that it has made the cuts so far, and Kendra has supported it. 
· Brandi and Kendra stated that Kevin should request a new staff member this year.
· Susie asked if there was movement on the funding possibilities.
· Kevin stated that they have discussed it, but have not yet made a decision.
· East Park Fields:
· Russ asked about the bleachers at the north field and if they could remain there.
· Kevin stated that they will not remain there, they were there for a Butler tournament, he stated that they belong to Main Street but staff could ask.
· Russ asked if seed had been laid on the road by that field, he also asked if there could be a larger batting cage placed there and if the gate was locked regularly. 
· Kevin stated that it has not because of weather delays. He stated that they will get as big of a cage as they can afford. He stated that our staff lock it regularly, but sometimes coaches leave it unlocked. They can lock it if they find it.
· Gordy Park Fountain: 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Loren how far does the water line have to be run for Gordy Park?
· Kevin, already been run, have to pour concrete to finish.
· YMCA Partnership:
· Kevin stated that staff are continuing to have discussion with the YMCA about partnerships going forward. We are moving towards a partnership for soccer with a 50/50 split of revenues and expenses. Staff are beginning to work on an MOU to do this. It could be a trial run for the MOU that was signed previously. The MOU will be announced sometime in July after it is signed.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:18 p.m. 
