Q: What is breed-specific legislation?

A: Breed-specific legislation (BSL), also referred to as
(BDL), is a law or ordinance tha res

b r dogs presume ¥ The most
drastic form of BSL is a complete ban; but BSL also includes any laws or governmental
regulations that impose separate requirements or limitations, including but not limited to:
mandatory spay-neuter, mandatory muzzling, special liability insurance requirements,
special licensing, property posting requirements, confinement requirements, breed-
specific pet limits, sale or transfer notification requirements, and prohibitions in
government and military housing. BSL, in all of its forms, results in the destruction of
many pet dogs.

QX What breeds of dogs have been targeted by BSL?

A: Various breeds have been or currently are targeted by BSL. Until the law was repealed in
2009, ltaly regulated the keeping of 17 breeds. In the United States, jurisdictions have
" either banned or put discriminatory restrictions on one or all of the following: American

j '\Q@V Bulldog, American Staffordshire Terrier, American Pit Bull Terrier, Bull Terrier, Cane
Q% Corso, Chihuahua, Chow Chow, Doberman Pinscher, Dogo Argentina, German

Shepherd Dog, Miniature Bull Terrier, "Pit bull"i(plea b ¢ abr
(ofidog); Presa Canario, Staffordshire Bull Terrier, Rottweiler, and wolf-hybrids. These
‘ordinances also target dogs suspected of being mixes of one or more of the named
breeds.

Q: What position do the leading animal-related organizations take on BSL?
A: All of the following national organizations oppose BSL: American Animal Hospital

Association, American Dog Owner's Association, American Humane Association,
American Kennel Club, American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals,

0\( \]" American Veterinary Medical Association, Association of Pet Dog Trainers, Best Friends
Animal Society, Canadian Kennel Club, Hiifiane'Society of the Unite: i
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International Association of Canine Professionals, National Animal Control Associatio
National Animal Interest Alliance, and National Association of Obedience Instructors. In
QX\ %“ . addition, many state and local-level veterinary medical associations and humane
Q\&\ organizations oppose BSL.
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Aren't certain breeds of dogs more likely to injure or bite than others? -

No. There is no scientific evidence that one kind of dog is more likely than any other to
injure a human being." In fact, there is evidence to the contrary.? A recent survey of the
controlled study of dog bites covering 40 years and two continents concluded that no
group of dogs should be considered disproportionately dangerous.®

Does BSL reduce dog bites?

No. BSL has not succeeded in reducing dog bite-related injuries wherever in the world it
has been enacted.

*  Ananalysis published in the Journal of the American Veterinary Medical 0 n 60—(4 L
Association explains why BSL does not reduce serious dog bites. The authors
calculated the absurdly large numbers of dogs of targeted breeds who would have
to be completely removed from a community in order to prevent even one serious
dog bite-related injury.

e & more thz 0,000 dogs of a 0 prevent a second
hospitalization, double that number.*

«  Denver:COEhacted a breed banin 1980, Citizens of Denver qomtiAtEo'SUffera

e Astudy published in the Jouie
medically treated dog bites in A

‘animals™(sometimes referred to Spain’s Dangerous Animal Act) (2000). The

The study revealed that BSL was not a successful dog-
bite mitigation strategy because it had not resulted in a decrease in dog bites. X

«  The'Province of Ontario in'Canadd enacted a breed ban in 2005. In 2010, based on
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«  Winnipeg, Manitoba enacted a breed ban in 1990. Winnipeg’s rate of dog bite-

injury it ions is virtually from that day to this, and remains
significantly higher than the rate in breed-neutral, ible pet i
Calgary®
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How costly is it to implement and enforce BSL?

pet owners, diverts resources, and is open to

challenge.

. Use the Best Friends Fnsnl Impact Calculator:
hnn i ics.net/ to calculate an estimate of the additional N]\ﬂ

expenses for your commumly (and you asa !axpayer) that wm result Irom BSL:

. Hearing officer proceedis aswellasa circuil

court case, have questioned the enforceability of the law.

. The Dep: of Justice guidelines for the Ameri with Disabilities Act (ADA)
state that it is contrary to the Act to deny a disabled person equal access to public
facilities based upon the presumed breed of their service dog. This has exposed
municipalities with BSL to litigation costs when they have attempted to deny such
access based the presumed breed of a person’s service dog.

What is the trend in BSL?

There is a growing awareness that

and mmn recent years. From January 2012-May 2013, three \&g‘%

times as many American communities have either considered and rejecled abreed-
specific ordinance, or repealed an existing one, as have enacted BSL. Massachtisetts]

It d ofter W
What is the best way to reduce dog buejﬂed incidents in t;U’L_Vumt)r? 5‘1

Dogs cannot be characterized apart from people. At the heart of any public safety issue
involving dogs is the need for responsible pet ownership. e
ble for the huma 0 trol

are safer
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