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We all want safe communities for people and pets. We also want our communmes t ected agamst any angerou;{*p
dog — andiwe want abused dogs to be protected against re <less owners! This goal of publxc safety should be achieve

in the most effective and most thorough way possible. Breed-discriminatory: legislation does not contribute to that goal,

) enhance public safety, it interferes with citizens’ property rights and is extremely expensive for.

.. Studies done in countries with breed-discriminatory laws, including the United
ngdom Spaln and Germany found that these laws didn't reduce the number of dog bites or improve public safety. '
SV American Bar Association, the National Animal Control Association, and the American Veterinary Medical ¢
ipport breed discrimination. Instead, they support laws that go after the real problem: the'behavior of
g and the behavior of the reckless owner.?
best safety-focused laws do the following:

1. ‘Demand that all dog owners restrain or restrict their dogs (regardless of breed or whether the dogs have a history
of biting) when the dogs are off their property.
2. Required t%at allnuisance or dangerous dogs be microchipped for permanent identification, and that they also be
terilized

eckless or problem pet owners from owning dogs for at least a specified period: oftime. |

. Breed-discriminatory laws infringe on our property rights. All Americans who follow
& allowed to own whatever breed of dog they choose. It's that simple.
. Breed-discriminatory legislation not only hurts responsible pet owners by placing their pets at risk
of being se|zed and killed, it forces taxpayers to pay for this arbitrary and ineffective practice. Additionally, local
governments that enact breed-discriminatory provisions will see their already underfunded animal control costs increase
significantly. Indeed, misguided breed-discriminatory laws restricting specific types of dogs will cost the citizens of The
@lbjﬁbf 'El Dorado more than $20,430, while accomplishing little! Estimated costs include:
Animal control and enforcement: $11,942
+  Kenneling and veterinary care: $3,533
« Euthanasia and carcass disposal: $429
.+ Cost of additional litigation necessary to prove the heritage of individual dogs and provide constitutional due
process protections before seizing family pets: $2,165
+  DNA testing: $2,361

Actual costs to the community’s citizens could be much higher, since these estimates do not include a shelter veterinarian
(if one is not on-site), increased staffing for added enforcement tasks (training, identification, seizure, testimony, etc.), or
capital costs associated with increased shelter space necessary to hold seized pets during the often lengthy hearing and
appeal process.

.. Pet dogs are an integral part of everyday life for millions of. Americans. There are currently an
estlmated 73 6 mllllon dogs living in the U.S., and 39 percent of households include at least one dog.? At least five million
of these dogs may be described as pit-bull-terrier-| like, putting them at risk of being seized and possibly killed when
breed-discriminatory laws are passed. Here's how many dogs could be at risk in your state:

Estimated number of dogs in The City of El Dorado: 1815024
Estimated number of pit-bull-terrier-like dogsm«aw
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» American Bar Asscciation, Resolution 100 (2012) avallahln here. hitp iAwww. physical_¢ it 100, paf
National Animal Control icious Anmals (2002), available here. htp:/vww.nacanet Amorican Veterinary Medical
Association Palicy on Dangerous Animal Leg»slauon https: avma. \-Legislation.aspx

3 Tne estimate of the total number of dogs s based on an analysis conducted by John Dunham and Associates for Best Friends Animal Society in 2012. The percentage of ownership figures s from
American Pet Products Association, 2011-2012 APPA National Pet Owners Survey, ww. orglpress industs asp This equates to 78 2 million dogs, which differs slightly
from the figure calculated by John Dunham and Associates.

John Dunham and Asscciates, Inc., “The Fiscal Impact u! Breed Dlscmmnalory Leg\slallon in IM U.Ss."(2012),
http 2%20up pdf

This analysis was produced by John Dunham and Associates for Best Friends Animal Society. It is based on the best available information on dog ownership rates and the costs of animal
control programs. For summary results and a detailed methodology click here...
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