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in December, 2013, The Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association (JAVIMA)
the most i i ial study of dog bite-related fatalities[1] (DBRFs) to
be completed since the subject was first studied in the 1970's. It is based on investigative
techniques not previously employed in dog bite or DBRF studies and identified a significant co-
of multiple factors.
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The results reported confinm the multifaceted approach to dog bite prevention recommended by Hiog e rebinvia B RoRions

virtually all previous studies. as well as by organizations such as the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention and the A inary Medical
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Based on an analysis of all DBRFs known to have occurred over a ten-year period, the

researchers identified a striking of multiple, factors:
» - no able-bodied parson being present to intervene (87.1%); Vi 2
tew Poin
. - the victim having no familiar relationship with the dog(s) (85.2%); oIt
. « the dog(s) owner failing to neuter/spay the dog(s)(84.4%);
. « a victim's compromised ability, whether based on age or physical condition, to Humane Communities are Safe
manage their interactions with the dog(s) (77.4%), Safe Communities are Humane.
. « the owner keeping dog(s) as resident dog(s), rather than as family pet(s) (76.2%); P
. + the owner's prior mismanagement of the dog(s) (37.5%), by Gynipie:Bathtrst
. - the owner's abuse or neglect of dog(s) (21.1%).

Click hgre to read entire Viewpoint,

Four or more of these factors were present in 80.5% of the cases.

Family dogs were rarely involved
Reading Suggestions
76.2% of the DBRF's in this study involved dogs that were not kept as family pets; rather they
were only resident on the property. The distinction between a resident dog and a family dog[2}
was first proposed years ago by NCRC Founder Karen Delise. Dogs are predisposed to form
attachments with people, to become dependent on people, and to rely upon their guidance in
ifiar sil While it is rare that dogs living as either resident dogs or as
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Responsible pet ownership is key to prevention
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