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Under this rule, you're liable for injuries your dog causes only if you had reason to
know the dog was dangerous.
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Under this rule, a dog's owner is liable for injuries the dog causes only if the owner knew or had reason to know: that
the dog was likely to cause that kind of injury. So if your dog tries to bite someone, from that moment on you're on
notice that the dog is dangerous, and you wil be liable if the dog later bites,

The common law rule comes into play only if the state has no dog:-bite statute
statutes.htmi) or if the statute Goesn't apply—for example, if the statute covers only bites, and the dog caused the
injury by knocking the person down

A dog owner may be able to escape liability by proving that the injured person provoked the injury, or voluntarily and
knowingly risked being injured by the dog. (See "A Dog's Owner's Legal Defenses (leqak-encyclopes
books/dog-bock/chaptert1-5.htmi).")
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States With the One-Bite Rule

Alaska Mississippi Oregon

Arkansas Nevada South Dakota

Colorado New Mexico Texas

Georgia New York Vermont

Idaho North Carolina Virginia

Kansas North Dakota Wyoming

Maryland

The iogic of this legal doctrine is straigh , if not owns adogto

assume, until there is some concrete indication to the contrary, that the dog dangerous. But an owner who knows.
a dog poses a particular kind of risk to people must take action to prevent the foresecable injury—or be prepared to
pay for it

The common law ruie is often calied the “one-bite" rule, which is 2 bit of a misnomer. It implies that every dog gets one
“free” bite (free for its owner), and from then on the owner is on notice that the dog is dangerous. It's true that if a dog
bites someone, its owner is definitoly on notice that the dog is dangerous. Less serious behavior, however, is also
enough to put an owner on notice. For example, if a dog growls or snaps at people, the owner should know that the
dog may injure someone. If the dog does hurt someone, the owner will be liable, even for the first bite.

The test for liability s the same no matter how tho injury was caused Did the owner know of the dog’s dangerous
tendency? For example, if a dog jumps up and knocks someone down, the question is: Did the owner know of the.
dog's tendency to knock people down? If 50, he's liable for any resulting injury.

if the owner denies responsibility and the dispute ends up in court (most don't), the judge or jury will have to docido
whether of not the ownor should have known the dog was likely to hurt someone; Here are some factors that courts
take into account when deciding: :

Previous bites. This one is pretty easy. If a dog bites once, the owner will forevermore be on notice that the dog is
dangerous. But even this is not as straightforward as it may appear; for example. at least one court has ruled that if &
PUPPY nips someone, its owners are not necessarily on notice that the dog is dangerous, ( Tessiero v. Conrad, 568
N.Y.S.2d 200 {App. Div. 1992).)

Barking at strangers. If a dog, usually kept in the house or & fenced yard, barks at strangers but has never
threatened a person, its owners will probably not b liable if it bitos someone. (See, for example, Slack v. Villar, 476
A20227, cert. denied, 482 A.2d 502 (Md. 1984) and Collier v. Zambito, 1 N.Y.3d 444 (2004).)

Threatening people. A dog that often growls and snaps at people who come near it when out in public, but hasn't
ever actualy bitten someone, is a different case entirely. The dog's actions should put its owner on notice that the dog
might bite someone. If the dog does bite, the owner will be liable. (See, for example, Fontecchio v. Esposito, 485
N.Y.S.2d 113(1985).)
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