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Who Is Liable for a Dog Bite: Owners and Keepers
Someone who has control over a dog, but doesn't own it, may be liable for injuries the
dog causes.

Need Professional Help? Talk to a Lawyer
Enter Your Zip Code to Connect with a Lawyor Serving Your Area
Enter Zipcode

E A

wt > og ey 8.0t

RELATED PRODUCTS  moRE>>
: PRODUCTSIACCIOENT:
%{E, = Win Your Lawsuit
S (http:/iveww.nolo.com/productsiwin
-yourdawsuit-siwy.html?

-your-
lawsu

n
Syt o v googio.comth
utm._Source=nplg e, 3r a3t

26rct%3D]%260%3D%
content&utm amy

aelated:  3D1%26sourco%
sre|
3A%2F% 26ved%3DH FIAAS
Keepers and Harborers F warw 900 0ht1p%253A%
In states with the ene:bite rule tmi), someone who harbors or keeps a dog 2ud  BF%
is just as liable s the legal owner of a dog if the dog causes injury. Many state dog-bite laws {flegal 22yt yoic-comte
bite-statutos himi) 2150 make the "owner or keeper” of a dog liable for damage or injury the dog causes. 26rct%3D]% m?‘" e
LD ookss252Fdog-booich
26051%  y6archaptort16 himi%
“Harboring or keeping a dog means somothing more than a meal of mercy 10 a stray dog or the casual presence of a 30s% S
dog on someone's premises. Harboring means to afford lodging, to shelter or to give refuge to a dog. Keeping a dog. 26fm%  3pyizqUATAICTBOATTIIKQCA%
implies more than the mere harboring of the dog for a limited purpose or time. One becomes the keeper of a dog only 01% 26us0%
when he either with or without the owner's permission undertakes to manage, control or care for it as dog owners in % IDAR R
general are accustomed to do.” (Verrett v, Silver, 244 N.W.2d 147 (Minn. 1976) IDwab 2Flogal-oneyclopodia%
Some courts, however. consider someone who has custody only for a very limitod tima to be a keaper. Here are some 20cd%  2ffree-books%didog:
examples of how courts have ruled on the question of keeping or harboring a dog 01% E?Kﬁ?f;i’&'i’kﬂ‘-:
G.html||sku|SLWY4)
+ A groomer is bitten while at work. Ruled: She is a "keeper” under Minnesota law. (Carison v. Friday, 694 N.W.2d s =
42 (Minn. App. 2005).)
26url%
« A dog escapes from an llinois animal shelter and runs onto a highway, causing a motorcyclist to have an accident. pres
Ruled: Under state law, the shelter is the owner for purposes of liabilly. (Kitchgessner v. County of Tazewell, 162 ot
Wl App 3d 510 (1987).) 2530%
252F%
+ As afavor 1o her employer, a woman agroes to foed and walk his dog while he's on vacation, On the first (and
only) walk, the dog pulis her shoulder out of joint. Ruled: Because she assumed the responsibility of caring for the 252Fwyw nolo.com%
dog, she was its keeper, and she can't sue. (Kent v. Block, 623 N.W.2d 806 (Minn. App. 2001).) 252Flegal-
« Wnile 2 woman is visiting her scn, his dog injures someone. Ruled: The fact that while she was there, she gave covyclopediaty
the dog commands and let it in and out doesn't make her a keeper under New York law. (Zwinge v. Love, 325 252Fe:
N.Y.S.2d 107 (1971).) books%
252Fdog-
- AMinnesota landiord lets a tenant have a dog in his apartment. The dog bites another tenant in her apartment. ol
Ruled: The landlord isnt an owner. (Gilbert v. Christiansen, 269 N.W.2d 896 (Minn. 1977).)(For more about
landiord tiabiity, see *Landiord Liability for Tenants’ Dogs o 11
T.htmi} ") E.html%
28ci%
« A woman lets an acquaintance stay in her house for several months with his two dogs. When he lets them out the 3DvizqUATAIEThOATITIKQCA!
front door one day unleashed, the dogs bite someone Ruled: The woman was harboring the dogs and was ligble vzl TATReATT IKGCAN
under the state dog-bite statute. (Pawlowski v. American Family Mutual Ins. Co., 322 Wis.2d 21 (2009).) 26usg
DAFQ nb1HW1iO: urlw
Some state Gog-bite statutes limit liability 10 the owner of the dog. Under Washington law, for example, “mere keepers 2Flogal-
or possessors of a dog" aren' liable under the state statute, which fimits iabilty to owners. (Guerrero v. Capron, 121 encyolopodiat
Wash. App 1083 (2004).) But be careful not to take these statutes at face value. Sometimes another section of the 2Ftree
statute, or a court interpreting it, defines “owner" as anyone who cares for or harbors the deg. For example, the lllinois books%
statute says that if a dog injures a person, “the owner of such dog" s liable for the full amount of the injury. Butanother -
llinois statute defines “owner" as anyone who keeps or harbors a dog. (510 lil. Comp. Stat., §§ 5/2.16 6/16.) i
Local ordinances may define "owner” more broadly than state laws. Under the Oklahoma statute, for example, "owner”  2Fchaptort1

is given a limited meaning. A Tulsa ordinance, however, defines owner as anyone "having the care or custody of or
harboring, keeping or maintaining" a dog. Tulsa residents are subject to the broader local meaning, the Okiahoma
Supreme Court has ruled. (Hampton ex rel. Hampton v. Hammons, 743 P.26 1053 (Okia. 1987).)

A dog may have more than one owner. and so more than ane person may be liable if the dog injures someone. For
example, if you leave your dog with a friend for six months, and the dog bites someone, the friend may be lisble as a
*keeper.” But you're sill the owner, so you may be fiable, too, either because of a dog-bite statute o, if you knew the
dog was dangerous, the common law one-bite rule.
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