We fight for animais. Wil you join the fight?
Become a Member »

Pet Care
* How Will Neutering Change My Dog?

Follow Us On

’ In this Section

Page 1 of'3

Facebook

& O8N Animal Poison Pet Loss
il LConitrol
Email Virual Pet Spay/teuter
Print i i 2! Beha Programs

You'll gain medical and behavioral benefits by
having your male dog neutered. You'll hetp
control the pet overpopulation crisis, which
results in miltions of healthy dogs and cats
bewg euthanized {(humanely put to death} each
year in the United Stak v
01185 10 0o acound, Wi ife the

although there's » stightly higher risk of post-
operative complications in oider dogs vwho are
overweight

Medical Benefits

Trere are significant medical benefits to be gained from nautering your dog. Meutering prevents the
falloviing medicai wnditions:

* Testicular cancer. Neutenng removs

testicular cancer, & common arid 1
. Pruitﬂte sroblems. Withour ¢
i became uncormfortable for
m ected It's difficiHt to treat without ng
prostate canceriit does prevent & Jameu

g, your dog’s prostate will gradual Av

i @ m even make urination aifficult, if
. While neutering doesn 't compiats
and possible intection of the pr

Bebsvioral {hanges

The oaly behavivrs wiuenced by neutenng re refated o male sex hormanes, Neutering won't affect
your d4eg’s working abities, friendiiness, playfuliness or personality. Howaver, hormanes like testosterone
are reduced by neutering, which can reduce bel rs associatad with thern, You may see @ raduction in
the toliowang behaviars after nevtering your d

* Urine marking. Testosterune makes & dog more interested in advertising his presence by urine
marking, Neuterig your dog will reduce his desire to excessively mark his surroundings with urine.
This ncluges areas autside and around your yard, as well as inside your fiome.

i ales in heat, which puts them at
ieutered dogs tend 1o five longer than
kely 10 engage in risky benaviors like roaming.

Haute ing wifl]

- ression. Some smd&es suggest t ul toward other male d
%&ﬁsﬁs&m & might increase the likelifio agar O Otfrer studies have found
10 significant relationstip between aggression an nz»u:enng It's powue that competition for mates
results i aggression between mazle 4ogs, ¥ to fight with other mates might go away o

when his desire for females is efiminated However there are many complex reasons

why dogs fight, and you may not see any changes in your dog’s agaressive behavior simply because

fe's been neutered,

« Social problems.d maie dogs can easily detect an unneutered dog’s high testosterone level and
becorie agaressive. This can make your (0tact dog a target of harassment by other male dogs.
Neutering can reduce o elwnimate thes undesratle atention.

* Inappropriate mounting. Your dog might be less ikely to mount other dogs, peopie and inanimate
objects after e's neutered. However, mauiting Is @ complex behavior, It can e & sexual behavior,
But it can also be a playful behavior or an attempt to assert social contral, Only sexually motivated
mounting can be reduced by reutering. And aithough a dog's interest in females in heat will diminish
after neutering, it might not be completely aliminated. He might still become aroused and try to mate
i he encounters A receptive female.

To prevent the develgpment of the benaviors iisted above, It's best to neuter your dog befare he reaches
sexual maturity 8t six to Aine months of 3g8. That way, he's uniikely 1o develop unwanted habits. If yo
dog has practiced these habits for months or years, they might persist sven after neutering. However, it
you have an older dog, it's still a good wea to neuter fum, Even if you can't compietely get od of his
problematic behaviors, you mighs see them less often after he's neutered--and neutering wilt stil e
Beneficial to s physical health,

1f yaur dog still Hias habits that you dislike after you neuter mm tiie exressu\. it marking, roaiag,
At)gr\ession ot Jnappropelate movnting, s best 1o sesk b cticufert

# vnu m 7 em i:!”ease seg. ¢
(CAAB;, a vewinarv behav-msnmp ACVe»; or a guaiified

It you elect to hire & CPDT because you cant find a behaviorist in vour area, ”é sure to

http://www.aspca.org/pet-ca.re/virtual-pet-behaviorisf/dog-behavior/how—will-ncutcring-ch...
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