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What Is a Pit Bull?

There's a great deal of confusion associated
with the iabel “pit bull.” This isn't surprising
because the rerm doesn't describe a single
bread of dog. Depending on whom you ask, it
can refer to Just 5 couple of breeds or to as
many as five—and all mixes of these breeds.
The most HBUOW a"d pemaps most accurate
deﬂm tion “pit bull” refers to Susl two

(AmStafr). ‘people indlude the BUll Terrer,
the Staffordshire Bull Terrier and the American
Bulidog In this group because these bfeeds
share synilar head shapes and body ty

However, mev are gistinct from the AVBT ».md
the AmS!

Bacause of the vaguenass of the “pit bull” label, many people may have trouble recognizing a pit bull
when they see one. Multiple breeds are commonly mistaken for pit bulls, inciuding the Boxer, the Presa
Canano, e Cane Corso, the Dogo Argentino, the Tosa Inu, the Bulimastiff, the Dogue de Bordeaux, the
Alapahs Blue Biood Bulidog and the Olde English Bulldogge. Thlnk yuu can accurately identify a olt buil?
Test yourseif by fallowing this link: http://we, 3.t
i annl

The Pit Bull's Hlstory
Dr(qms

These descendants were bred from the bulldog, which some breed historians belleve originally served as
3 “gripping dog” for hunters of large game. (The term “buildog” does not refer to the Amernican Kennel
lub's English Buildog. This more recently developed breed serves as a loyal companion rather than a
working dog.} Later, bulidogs were likely used as butcher’s dogs and heiped contro! farge livestock,
Eventually, these dogs were bred to participate in an inhumane blood sport called "baiting,” Spectators
fouad it highly entertaining to watch bulidogs pittea against buils, bears and other large animals, During
trese violent events, one or more dogs were expected to attack 2nother animal, biting it around the face
and head. The, s usually maintained 1) til the animal becarne exnauied from fighti

- other, ai it grew in popularity, enzhu asts deveioped

lighter, more agile dog for the fighting ring, Scme people bred ﬂ:eir bulidogs with bleck and tan terriers,
creating dogs who were only 25 to 30 pounds, Others may have simply selected smaller bulidogs for
breeding purposes. These dogs were the forebears of the present-day pit bull.

The Pit Buli Today

bulkier frames and colossal skulls; others have feaner, more muscular bodie:
With thelr impressive staminz and staunci? work etiuc, pit bulis enjoy a vari tes, including
agility, disc dog competitions, fiyball, freestyle and competition obedience. They often exce! In weight-
pulling contests and schutzhund, Somie pit bulls work cattle In herding trials, and some still function as
hunting dogs.

The Pit Bull Temperament

Dog breeds are charactenzed by certan behavioral traits. Each breed was developed to perform a specific
iob, whether it be hunting rabbits, retrieving downed birds, herding livestock or sitting on people’s laps.
When developing 3 breed, breaders select only those dogs who perform thelr tob best 10 produce the
next generation,

Physicai abititles and behavior are both importanit facets of any bread. A well-bred dog should have both
the physical attributes necessary to perform his job and the behavioral tendencies needed to learn it. It's
not surprising that Individuals of a specific breed tena to Iook and behave somewhat similarty. However.
it's important to realize that even though a bn:en may be characterized by certam behaviors, individuals
of the same breed can vary Some dogs are ‘while others are timid. Some dogs
are tenacious, while others are easygoing. Some dogs are sociavle, white others are aloof. Like people, ali
dogs have unfque personalites.

The Influence of a Fighting History

http://www.aspca.org/pet—care/virtual—pet-behavion'st)dog-behavior/truth-about—pit-bulls
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