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Dealing with Reckless Owners
and Dangerous Dogs in Your
= Community

Dogs permitted by their owners to run loose,
and dogs who atrack people or other anumals,
are real and often serious problems in
communities aCross the country—but how to
best address Gangerous and potentiaily
dangerous dogs can be a confusing and touchy
tssue.

"Breed-specific’ legisiation (BSL} is the blanket
term for laws that either regulate or ban certain
breeds completely in the hopes of reducing dog
attacks, Some city/municipal governments have
enacted breed-speaific iaws. However, dog: be rem
o P ., as tiey should trut o Vaws»

1t Is worth noting that in some areas, regulated breeds include not just American Pit Buil terners,
American Staffordshire Teriers, Staffordshire Bull Terniers, English 8ull Terriers and Rottwellers, but aiso
a variety of other dogs, inciuding American Bulidogs, Mastiffs, Daimatians, Chow Chows, German
Shepherds, Doberman Pinschers, or any mix of these breeds—and dogs who simply resemble these
breeds.

©On the bright side, many states (including New Yurk, Texas and linois) favor laws that identify, track
and regulate dandercus dogs Individuaily, regardiess of breed, and prohibit BSL.

Are Breed-Specific Laws Effective?

Disease Control (COC) decided not to support B‘xL The CDC cited, among other probiems, the inaccuracy

\L \b u Foilowing a thorough study of human fatalites resuiting from dog bites, the United States Centers for

{‘ of dog vite data and the difficuity in og breeds true of d-b dogs). The
CDC atso noted the likelihood that as certain b-eeds are regulated, those who exploit dogs by making
\ them aggressive will replace them with other, unreoulated breeds.

What's Wrong with Breed-Specific Laws

BSL carnes a host of negative and wmﬂy unm*ended consaquences

‘'« Dogs gu into hiding 5 z
Rather than give ug theil aveJ pets, owners of hlghly »equ!ated or binned breeds often attempt to
avaid detection of their “outlaw” dogs by restricting outdoor exercise and sccialization and forgoing
ficensing, microchipping and proper veterinary care, including spay/neuter surgery and essentisl
vaccnations. Such actions have impiications both for public safety and the health of these dogs.
d ok >

BSL also causes hardship to responsibie oviners of entirely friendly, properly supervised and well-
sociailzed dogs who happen to fall within the regulated breed. Although these dog owners have done
nothing to endanger the public, they are required to comply with local breed bans and regulations
uritess they are able to mount successful (and often costly) legal chatlenges.
bk + y
Breed-speafic laws have a tendency to compromise rather than enhance public safety. When himited
animal control resources are used to regulate or ban a certan bread of dog, without regard to
behavior, the focus is shifted away from routine, effective enforcement of laws that have the best
chance of making our communities safer; dog license laws, leash laws, animal fighting laws, anti-
tethering laws, laws facilitating spaying and neutering and iaws that require all owners 2 contro!
their dogs, regardless of breed.
Th

They people
If you outlaw & breed, then cutlaws are attracted to that breed. Unfortunately some people tike
advantage of the "outiaw” status of their breed of choice to boister their own self image as hving
outside of the rules of mainstream society. Ironicaily, the rise of Pit Buit owngrship among gang
members and others in the late 1980's coincided with the first round of breed-specific legisiarion.

What's the Alternative to Breed-Specific Laws?

http://www.aspca.org/ﬁght—cruelty/dog-ﬁghting/bréed-speciﬁc-lcgislation
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