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WHAT'S HAPPENING IN EL DORADO

FIND MORE EVENTS AT WWW.ELDOKS.COM

From the Desk of the City Manager

February 15 - City Commission Meeting
March 1 - City Commission Meeting
March 15 - City Commission Meeting
Look for information on youth soccer and baseball/softball
registrations in February and March on social media.

Construction on Douglas Road was delayed until July due to
COVID-19. The initial work required the relocation of utilities
located within the public right-of-way. The installation of
storm sewer infrastructure was especially important as
Douglas Road did not previously have underground storm
drainage. Nowak Construction installed the storm sewer
infrastructure and graded the outflow areas in preparation of
the road excavation. Pearson Construction built the street,
guttering, and sidewalks. The final layer of asphalt was placed
about two weeks ago and erosion control was placed. Site
restoration will occur this spring when temperatures allow for
the growing of grass seed.

witnessed Lee surrender his sword to Grant. "Never" he said, "was
there such a cosmic display of love as was shown at Appomattox
on that day." Reuben continued to serve in the military as a
Buffalo Soldier and retired from military service after the Indian
wars.

Per City policy, Douglas Road will now receive periodic
maintenance from the City since it meets municipal standards.
This means that the street is now eligible to receive sales tax
funds for major maintenance. Douglas Road, however, should
not require major maintenance for about a decade.

In 1880, Reuben homesteaded a claim for 160 acres in Butler
county at the cost of $4.75. He married in 1882 and had five
children. His family lived in a sod house until it was destroyed by
a tornado in 1892. They then moved to El Dorado where they lived
in the same house for the remainder of Reuben's life.

The City appreciates the efforts of Pearson Construction and
Nowak Construction as well as the work of City staff to
facilitate this important project for the community. The
Douglas Road Project significantly improved a deteriorating
street that supports a consistent amount of traffic.
Thank you to the residents who live along Douglas Road for
their patience and understanding throughout the project.
Construction is always an inconvenience, although the end
product makes it well worth it.

Reuben was a charter member and ordained minister of the
Colored Methodist Church of El Dorado historically located in the
300 block of North Main. He was remembered for his honesty,
deeply believing that your word was your bond. Reuben attributed
his long life to plenty of rest, abstinence from harmful drinks,
hard work, eating good and wholesome food.

Countdown to the 150th Celebration:
Mr. Reuben Waller
In celebration of Black History Month and the 150th
anniversary of El Dorado, the City wishes to share the story of
Reuben Aaron Waller, who is one of the first African
American to settle in El Dorado. Mr. Waller was born into
slavery on January 5, 1840 in Platte County, Missouri. He and
his father were sold to help make money for the Confederate
troops after the start of the Civil War.
Reuben was present at Appomattox Courthouse to hear the
momentous discussion between General Robert E. Lee and
General Ulysses S. Grant, at the end of the Civil War. He

@eldokscvb

@visiteldoradoks

@whats.happening.in.eldoks

El Dorado, KS CVB

Follow your City Manager on Twitter: @EldoCityMgr

Reuben died on August 20, 1945, following an illness of only a few
hours. He was 105 years, 7 months and 15 days of age. He
outlived four wives and had three
sons, two daughters, sixteen
grandchildren, thirteen greatgrandchildren, and one great-great
grandchild survived him. Reuben is
buried in El Dorado at Sunset Cemetery.
Information submitted by Gerry Robinson, greatgreat grandchild of Mr. Reuben Waller;https://
beyondbutler.wixsite.com/beyondbutler/reuben-waller-bio-link

The flashing signal at 1st and Main is
intended to provide a safe crossing for
pedestrians. Drivers should stop at this
signal when it is occupied.
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A YEAR IN REVIEW

Fire Department

Police Department

It is the mission of the El Dorado Fire Department to
“Protect lives and conserve property by minimizing the
frequency and effect of fires and other emergencies through
prevention, control, training, and education.”

The El Dorado Police Department is committed to providing
a safe livable community, with a high quality of life by
maintaining order, protecting persons and property with
equal and consistent enforcement of the law.

The El Dorado Fire Department is responsible for fire protection
for approximately 115 Square miles of Butler County, including
the City of El Dorado, El Dorado Township, and portions of
Prospect Township and El Dorado State Park.

2020 was a very difficult year for everyone to say the least.
The COVID-19 pandemic created several challenges for the
police department. Early on in the pandemic, there were
many unknowns. On March 16, 2020, El Dorado police
officers were instructed to only make personal contact with
individuals when absolutely necessary. The Police
Department Building was closed to the public and Municipal
Court was postponed until further notice. Most citizen
contacts were made by telephone whenever possible. Traffic
stops were reserved for only blatant violations. Officers
wrote citations instead of making arrests for most
misdemeanor violations.

The Fire Department primarily accomplishes its mission by
providing the following services from its two stations.
Fire Suppression
Fire Prevention
Fire Investigation
Public Education

Emergency Medical - First Response
Hazardous Material Mitigation
Domestic Preparedness Planning /
Response
Basic Rescue

2020 Data:
1,666 Incidents in 2019:
False Alarm - 70
Good Intent - 181
Service Call - 333
Hazardous Condition - 64
EMS/Rescue - 897
Fire - 114

1,494 Incidents in 2020:
False Alarm - 48
Good Intent - 217
Service Call - 225
Hazardous Condition - 53
EMS/Rescue - 777
Fire - 172

General Information/Past Initiatives:
COVID Preparation/Response
El Dorado Fire Department - Firefighter Essentials Program
launched.
Ordered new command vehicle.
Two new employees
Pumper 1 placed in service
295 Inspections out of 783 Occupancies. Due to COVID-19,
inspections were limited to lower exposure to our employees and
citizens.
Over 791 hours of maintenance in all was completed by members
in house. Providing the department savings of over $40,000 in
labor costs.
Average response time for Station 1 - 4.92 minutes.
Average response time for Station 2- 4.62 minutes.
See full report at www.eldoks.com
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2020 Stats:
There were 1,823 cases as of 12/31/2020, which is an
decrease of 360 cases as compared to the same date in
2019
13,800 incidents that includes cases, calls for service,
traffic stops, etc.
2,375 Notices to Appear in Court with 2,875 charges,
were issued by officers.
302 Off Truck Route citations were issued.
161 Warrants were issued by the Municipal Court.
173 Warrants were served by officers.

CODE ENFORCEMENT COMPLAINTS
Trash
Vehicle
Grass
Structure
Camper/Boat
Trees
Sight Obstruction
Fence
Pools
Trailers

2019

2020

210
116
456
89
19
13
5
3
4
6

172
129
407
59
23
4
6
5
4
6

2019:

TOTAL COMPLAINTS: 968
TOTAL COURT CASES: 721

2020:

TOTAL COMPLAINTS: 871
TOTAL COURT CASES: 503

See full report at www.eldoks.com
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