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THIS IS

EL DORADO
WHAT'S HAPPENING IN EL DORADO

FIND MORE EVENTS AT WWW.ELDOKS.COM
March 7 & 21 - City Commission Meetings
March 13 - Daylight Savings Time Begins
March 25 - Police Chief Zieman's Retirement Party
April 4 & 18 - City Commission Meetings
April 7 - Thankful Thursday
April 13 - 15 - Kansas Governor's One Shot Turkey Hunt
April 17 - Easter

Thank you, Chief Zieman
For more than 40 years, Chief Curt Zieman has
dedicated himself to serving his community. He
will be retiring as El Dorado Police Chief in
March of 2022.
Zieman began his career with the El Dorado
Department of Public Safety on March 1, 1980.
When he signed on to Public Safety, officers
were first assigned to the fire division for
cross training in police and fire, then they
decided which division they wanted to join.
“I liked fighting fire, but my passion was always
with the patrol side of things,” he said.
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Circa 1980

Around August of 1980, Zieman headed to the Kansas Law
Enforcement Training Center, then on Oct. 30, 1980 he graduated
from the Law Enforcement Academy.
“My first shift on the street was Halloween night and I was on the
midnight shift,” Zieman recalled. “It was a very busy night. When
I went on the street in October of 1980, I pretty much was on the
patrol side of things from then on aside from occasionally going
back to the fire side for a week of training here or there. I was
passionate about the patrol side and it seemed like a very good fit
for me.”
After a couple of years on patrol, Zieman was promoted to lead
man on patrol, then to Master Public Safety Officer. In 1995,
Zieman remained with the police department when the Department
of Public Safety was dissolved and he was assigned as a patrol
sergeant to the El Dorado Police Department. Also, in 1995,
Zieman went to Police Firearms Instructor School to become a
certified firearms instructor for the department, one of three
instructors for the department. He also became a range master in
2000. In addition, Zieman was promoted to captain of patrol,
which was a watch commander of a shift. A few years later that
position became a lieutenant position.
In 2009, Zieman was promoted to deputy chief, then on April 13,
2013 he began serving as interim police chief. On Sept. 20, 2013,
Zieman was appointed as El Dorado’s new chief of police.
“El Dorado is a very good place to work and have a career,”
Zieman continued. “We’ve had a lot of good people over the years.
What sets our officers apart in a smaller department is our
officers are pretty well rounded. When they work a case out on the

street, they usually work that case from beginning to end. If you’re
able to bring that to a successful conclusion, that’s a good feeling.
“El Dorado has always been a good department, a very professional
department and I think we’ve always had a good reputation for
years around the area and state; it’s a good community," he
continued. "It’s a good small-town feel, and I always tell people when
we’re interviewing them that the police department really is like a
big family, and we have the support of the citizens of the
community.”
While Zieman could have retired several
years ago, he said it’s hard to walk away.
He had planned on retiring last year but
with COVID and being short-handed, he
wanted to stick around and help get the
department through those challenging
times. “You would like to leave on a high
note. You always hear people say you
will know when it’s time to retire. I think that time has come. I’m
comfortable we’ve got a bunch of great people here in the
department; very well trained; very dedicated people and they’re
going to be just fine. This will remain an excellent quality police
department.”
Zieman’s last day in the office will be March 25, 2022.

Thankful Thursdays are held on the first
Thursday of the month through Fall.
Check out all the downtown businesses
and specials. #shoplocal
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A YEAR IN REVIEW

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
2021 Accomplishments

New Playground at Riverview Park

Water Treatment and Distribution Master Plan
Sewer Collection Master Plan
Downtown Underground Electric
CDBG Grant Phase II 142 N. Main St.
City Infrastructure GIS Mapping
6,950.20 Tons of New Asphalt for Street Rehabilitation
Authorization for the Improvements to 9th Ave., Hunton,
Simpson, 4th and 5th Ave.
Walnut River Bank Stabilization

New irrigation being installed.
(B-F) Chris Smith and Jason Reiswig

2021 Accomplishments
Completion of Riverview Playground
Re-seeding of two outfields at Walnut River Complex
Installation of a sod farm at Central Park
Installation of new irrigation at McDonald Stadium
Installation of new bleachers at East Park

Meet the Parks and Recreation Team

(L-R) Trip Baker and Erik Tharp locating
man-holes for GIS Mapping.

Stabilization project on the Walnut
River.

Building Division
(Back Row, L-R) Kevin Wishart, Don Argo, Stacy Turner, Bradon
Totty, Fabricio Lacerda, Sue Meyer, Trevor Meyer, Brian Urton.
(Front Row, L-R) DeWayne Freeman, Jason Reiswig, Andrea
Conrad, Talon Reust, Jennifer Zimmermann.

Projected Projects for 2022
Installation of Graham Park
playground
Painting of Municipal Pool
Enhanced non-sport
programming
Installation of signage
along bike/pedestrian path
Begin process to re-seed two
remaining fields at
New playground design for Graham Park
Walnut River Complex.

Permit valuation $10,715,722
13 New single family homes
6 New commercial buildings
19 Residential demolitions
5 Condemnations of homes
Trade Permit Values (Plumbing,
Electrical, HVAC to existing Structures) $2,724,308

Projected Projects for 2022
KTA/K-254 Study
US-54 Bridge Study
Updates to Comprehensive Plan
Rehabilitation of Central Ave. (Griffith to Denver)
Rehabilitation of Main St. (South City Limits to Central)

Meet the Engineering Team

Status of Capital Projects
• Upgrades to Graham Park
Splash Pad Pump House –
To be completed first quarter
of 2022.
• Completion of East Park
Batting Cage – To be
completed first quarter of
2022.
Construction of East Park Batting Cage
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(L-R) Jay Shivers, Scott Pechin, Scott Rickard, Amanda Stalnaker,
Erik Tharp and Josh Potter.
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