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From the Desk of the Director of Public
Utilities - Jason Patty
The state of the industry and the important issues public utilities
are facing across the country are geographically different but
common to all water systems regardless of where they are
located. These issues can be summarized as aging infrastructure,
educating our communities about the value of water, long-term
water supply (availability and/or protection), and what we can do
to recruit the next generation of water quality professionals.

June 1-4 Library Book Fair
June 2, 9, 14, 16, 23 and 30th - Municipal Band Concerts
June 6 & 20 - City Commission Meetings
June 17 - 19 - KS Veterans and Family Reunion
June 24 - 25 - City Wide Garage Sale
July 4 - CITY OFFICES CLOSED
July 4 - Fireworks at McDonald Stadium
July 5 & 18 - City Commission Meetings
@cityofeldorado

@cityofeldo

@eldorado.kansas

El Dorado, KS CVB

Follow your City Manager on Twitter: @EldoCityMgr

Aging infrastructure can
come in many forms.
Physical age of distribution
and collection systems is
straightforward. As an
industry, many of these
systems were put in place
nearly a century ago.
Investigating further we
find that our old system
Cracks in pipe
capacity no longer supports
our new development. Innovation of pipe material over the years
has improved, yet most systems were built with original piping.
Replacing deteriorated and undersized pipe creates challenges
both physically and fiscally.

Excess Sales Tax Project - Graham
Park Playground

How do we pay for the replacement of aging infrastructure? For
most, the funding comes from increased water and sewer rates. If
our communities have a better understanding of the real value of
water our citizens are more likely to support the operation and
maintenance of the system. Most people think nothing of
spending upwards of $150 per month for a cell phone bill or cable
TV, but they wouldn’t dream of paying that much for water each
month. Educating our customers is the next right step for them to
fully appreciate the value of water.

Per Ordinance, the excess sales tax can be used for municipal
services and functions provided directly by the City, or Capital
Expenditures that directly support City operations and that
are included in the current
Capital Improvement Plan.

So, what is the next step? The city has recently undergone a
Sanitary Sewer Mater Plan Study. These studies help estimate the
timeline and cost of a project, which helps in effectively phasing
the project. The study yielded four CIP (Capital Improvement
Plan) project improvements in excess of $43 million. Staff is
currently working on the details for the project.

The City of El Dorado has voted in favor of a one percent
sales tax since 1990. The current sales tax began October 1,
2019 and ends September 30, 2024. City Ordinance G-1281
states that $600,000 is allocated to street rehabilitation,
$1,650,000 is allocated to property tax reduction, and
$100,000 is allocated to economic development. After
ordinance items are funded, the remaining balance is deemed
"excess sales tax". Each City Commissioner nominates an
individual within the city to the Excess Sales Tax Committee.
The committee makes recommendations for the use of excess
sales tax and submits them to the City Commission for
consideration.

The City encourages
residents to support their
neighbors and friends by
shopping local.
New Playground at Graham Park

The City provides an RV Dump Station in
the East drive entrance to the Water
Distribution Building, located at 390
E. Central. There is a payment box
provided for free-will donations.
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New Services for Contacting 911
"Call if you can, Text if you can't" is the new motto from the
Kansas 911 Coordinating Council. This service is for people
with disabilities and those in situations when it is dangerous to
make a voice call to request assistance. It has been around
since 2014 and is now more readily available in our area.
Text-to-911 should ONLY be used in an emergency and in
circumstances when you cannot safely call 911.

(accurate to about 3 square meters) such as the bike path,
nature trail, rural areas and bodies of water, such as the
lake. This app precisely locates where the emergency is.
Thank you to the Butler County Emergency Communications
Department for sharing this information with the City.
Remember, DO NOT TEXT AND DRIVE!

Parks Department
Have you been working on your yard and gardens this season?
Like you, the Recreation and Parks Department works
tirelessly planting,
mowing and
maintaining all of
the City's parks,
buildings and the
infamous
downtown flower
baskets.

How do you text 911? Look for the
message icon on your phone. Put "911"
in the number field of your text
message screen. Then, put the location
and type of emergency in the message
field. Hit "send". Keep message brief
and concise. Do not use abbreviations,
slang or emoji's.
Why is texting 911 important? Texting
is intended to benefit people who may
not be able to speak due to an
emergency such as a home invasion or
abusive partner, as well as individuals
who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have
limited speech capabilities.
Does Text to 911 replace voice calls? Texting should ONLY be
used when you are unable to make a voice call to 911. If you
are able to place a voice call, 911 dispatchers able to gather
information more quickly from you about the emergency, your
location and what hazards responders may encounter. If,
however, you are unable to place a voice call, text to 911 is an
option to share this information. The key thing to remember is
"Call if you Can, Text if you Can't".

The Parks
Department plants
approximately 3,000 plants every season throughout the parks
and City buildings. There are 54 hanging baskets downtown
with a total of 1,620 petunias. To add to the downtown
landscaping, there are 28 flower beds and 78 planter boxes.
They also maintain the flower bed medians on West Central.

There are
approximately 75
acres for which the
Parks Department is
responsible. Sixteen
parks are mowed and
weeded, including the
two splash pads.

Will this cost the public more money? There is no cost to the
person texting 911, but you must have a text or data plan with
your wireless provider to text 911.
Fabricio Lacerda, Parks Department

911 text messages can take longer to receive, may be delivered
out of order, or my not be received at all. Text-to-911, is not
available if you are "roaming".

what3words
"what3words" is
another new
resource available
that requires you
to download the
app to your phone
to access it.
"what3words" is
ideal for precise
locations,
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Additionally, they mow around all nine City buildings, two
water towers, the Library, the 6th Street and Topeka Street
Butterfly Gardens, the Bike Path and along the Golf Course
bike path.
The Parks Department is made up of
three full-time employees year round.
During the summer, they add five
part-time seasonal employees to assist.
Special "thank you" to the Parks
Department, who works vigorously in all
weather conditions to keep El Dorado
looking flawless and full of color!
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